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Overview of RI State Assessment Policies
ÅRIDE conducted a separate session covering policies and procedures applicable to 

all assessments in the RI State Assessment Program. 

ÅAs such, only brief or RICAS-specific references will be made in this presentation to 
the topics covered in that session: 
ÅAssessments by grade and content area
ÅStudent participation requirements and general student registration procedures
ÅCoronavirus considerations for the 2020-21 administration
ÅTest scheduling requirements and practices, and options/considerations applicable to the 

unique situation this year
ÅRoles and responsibilities of district and school test coordinators, technology coordinators, test 

administrators, and proctors
ÅTraining requirements (general) for all personnel involved in testing
ÅTest security requirements (including testing irregularity reporting) and monitoring visits
ÅGeneral information about accommodations and accessibility features

ÅAs always ςreview the test coordinator manual and test administrator manual for 
specific information pertaining to this state assessment.
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Coronavirus and the RI State Assessment Program
ÅAssessment dates and policies may shift to accommodate changes in 

response to COVID-19.
ÅRIDE will notify test coordinators of any changes or updatesthat impact any 

part of the state assessment system.
ÅTest Coordinators may need to adjust some test administration protocols in 

accordance with health and safety protocols released by RIDE. 
ÅtƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘ wL59Ωǎ /h±L5-19 page for guidance (www.ride.ri.gov/COVID-19). 
ÅPlease contact the Assessment Team with any questions.

ÅPlease plan to administer all state assessments in-person in the school 
building. There are no remote options for these assessments.
ÅFor accountability purposes, students who do not take the state assessments expected 

for their grade level will be considered non-participants unless they have a RIDE-
approved medical exemption (see the RISAP TC Handbook posted at 
www.ride.ri.gov/TC). 
ÅCurrently, the U.S. Department of Educationhas notindicated or announced any 

changes to the current regulations,requirements, or calculations to accountability or 
state assessments, so we are operating under our current system.
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Overview of the RICAS
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What is the RICAS?

ÅThe Rhode Island Comprehensive Assessment System (RICAS) is a high-quality 

assessment that fulfills federal requirements for assessing English language arts 

(ELA) and mathematics in grades 3-8.

ÅRICAS assesses ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎΣ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƛƴ 

the Common Core State Standards for ELA and Mathematics.

ÅRICAS is the same assessment as MCAS, as RIDE has contracted with the 

Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education to use 

their assessment.
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RICAS Resources and Content Materials

ÅRIDE webpage (shown)
ÅLinks to pages with test 

administration resources

ÅRICAS-specific information 

ÅRICAS Resource Center: 
https://ricas.pearsonsupport.com

ÅPearsonAccessnext: 
https://ricas.pearsonaccessnext.com/
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RICAS ELA Test Design

Å! ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ wL/!{ 9[! ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΥ

ÅRead passage sets

ÅRespond to questions measuring reading and language standards

ÅWrite in response to reading

ÅThe constructed responses are embedded within the passage sets

ÅReading Passage Sets

ÅText types include literary and informational

Åά{Ŝǘǎέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ

ÅSingle passage, pairs of passages, or three passages

ÅMay include any combinations of literary/informational
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RICAS ELA Item Types
This table outlines the item types for the RICAS ELA assessments: 

item type descriptions, point values, and applicable grades. 

Item Type Point Value Grades

Multiple Choice: 
Students select one correct answer from four answer options. 1 3 - 8

Multiple Choice ςTwo Part
These items are two-part questions. Students select one correct 
answer for each part of the question. 

2 3 - 8

Technology Enhanced: 
Students taking the computer-based test answer questions 
using technology such as drag-and-drop.

2 3 - 8

ShortResponse:
Students construct a short written response.

3 3 & 4 only

Text-Based Essays: 
Students write an essay in response to text(s) they have read. 
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3 - 5

6 - 8
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RICAS ELA Reporting Categories

ÅRICAS ELA scores are reported for the categories of Reading, Language and Writing. There is a heavier 
emphasis on reading in 3rd and 4th grades and additional emphasis towards writing in grades 5 
through 8.

ÅThe change in the test design for Session 2 that was intended for last year ςthe elimination of one 
essay ςwill apply for spring 2021 as well. The reporting category percentage shifted with an 
approximately 10% increase in the reading reporting category and approximately 10% decrease in the 
writing reporting category. 

Reporting Category Percentages (+/-5%)

Grades 3 & 4 5 - 8

Reading 65% 55%

Language 25% 25%

Writing 10% 20%

Total 100% 100%
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RICAS Math Test Design

Å! ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ wL/!{ ƳŀǘƘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΥ

ÅSelected response items and interactive items 

ÅDemonstrate understanding of math concepts

ÅApply math skills and use math tools (e.g., calculator, equation editor, gridded response) 

ÅItem types:

ÅDrag and drop

ÅSelected response

ÅShort answer (e.g., type in answer, write expression) 

ÅConstructed response (equation, gridded)
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RICAS Math Item Types
This table outlines the item types for the RICAS mathematics assessments: 

item type descriptions, point values, and applicable grades. 

Item Type Point Value Grades

Multiple Choice(MC): Students select one correct answer 
from several answer options.

1 3 - 8

Multiple Select (MS): Studentsselect more than one correct 
answer from among several answer options.

1 3 ς8

Short Answer/Fill-in-the-Blank (SA/FIB): Studentsconstruct a short 
written response, typically only aword or number.

1 3 ς8

Technology Enhanced(TE): Students answer questions using 
technologysuch as drag-and-drop or hot spots(on the computer-
based test only).

1

1 or 2

3

4 - 8

Constructed Response (CR): Students write a response to a multi-
part item that includes calculations and explanations to aproblem 
or set of problems.

3

4

3

4 - 8
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RICAS Math Reporting Categories ςGrades 3-5

ÅAlign to the domains for each grade level, not sub-claims

ÅReasoning and modeling are not specifically called out as reporting categories 

Reporting Category Percentages (+/-5%) for Grades 3 - 5

Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

Operations & Algebraic Thinking 30% 20% 15%

Number & Operations in Base Ten 15% 20% 30%

Number & Operations ςFractions 20% 30% 25%

Measurement & Data 25% 20% 20%

Geometry 10% 10% 10%
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RICAS Math Reporting Categories ςGrades 6-7

ÅAlign to the domains for each grade level, not sub-claims

ÅReasoning and modeling are not specifically called out as reporting categories 

Reporting Category Percentages (+/-5%) for Grades 6& 7

Grade 6 Grade 7

Ratios & Proportional Reasoning 20% 20%

The Number System 20% 20%

Expressions & Equations 30% 25%

Geometry 15% 15%

Statistics & Probability 15% 20%
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RICAS Math Reporting Categories ςGrade 8

ÅAlign to the domains for each grade level, not sub-claims

ÅReasoning and modeling are not specifically called out as reporting categories 

Reporting Category Percentages (+/-5%) for Grade8

Grade 8

The Number System and Equations & Expressions 40%

Functions 20%

Geometry 30%

Statistics & Probability 10%
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Tasks to Complete Before Testing
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Tasks to Complete BeforeTesting

ÇPlan your testing schedule within the state testing windows

ÇReview students registered for this assessment 

Ç!ǎǎƛƎƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ

ÇAssemble and train your team

ÇPrepare technology to be used for testing

ÇPrepare testing materials

ÇStudents and teachers use practice tests to get familiar with platform

ÇFinal set-up and preparation

17





Student Participation and Registration



Plan Your Testing Schedule
ÅState testing windows (districts/schools schedule within these windows):

Grades Session 1* Session 2*

3 ς8 ELA 120-150 minutes 90-120minutes**

3 ς8 Mathematics 90 minutes 90 minutes

*All tests are untimed. These are recommended windows for testing time.
*Students may continue testing beyond the testing window as long as they are 
working productively.
*Schools may plan for one short, supervised break per session (3-5 minutes) to be 
ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǘŜǎǘ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴΦ 
**Updates to the ELA test design from 2020 have carried over: the recommended ELA 
testing time is now 90 to 120 minutes for Session 2 only.

ELA/Literacy Mathematics

March 29ςMay 14, 2021 April 12 ςMay 28, 2021

ÅSession information:

20

Red text indicates new extended window (updated 2/10)



Student Participation
ÅAll RI public school students in 3-8 (including students in 

outplaced/out-of-state schools) must take both sessions of ELA and 
math for RICAS for their current grade level, unless:
ÅStudent participates in the alternate assessment (DLM) per the Special 

Education Census and IEP or 504 plan.
ÅStudent has an approved medical exemption from RIDE.
ÅStudent is a first-year English learner, and therefore exempt from RICAS spring 

2021 ELA testing if they enrolled in U.S. schools for the first time after April 1, 
2020. Note: first-year ELs are not exempt from RICAS mathematics testing. 

ÅStudents may use assessment accommodations indicated in their IEP or 
504 plan, or EL accommodations indicated in documentation

ÅIn order to be considered a participant, a student must answer at least 
one item in a session.
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Student Enrollment Nightly Feed to PAN
ÅNew this year:Students to be created/updated in PearsonAccessnext (PAN) via nightly upload from eRIDE: 

ÅUpload begins February 11, 2021.
ÅChanges made in the eRIDE enrollment census (e.g., new students to the district, demographics, IEP or LEP status) will 

be reflected in PAN the following day.

ÅStudents must have IEP or 504 plan or LEP status marked in order to be assigned accommodations indicated in their IEP 
or 504 plan or EL documentation. 

ÅStudents with a value of 3 for alternate assessment in the special education census were excluded from the nightly feed 
because they will take DLM. 

ÅEnglish Learners who enrolled in U.S. schools for the first time after April 1, 2020 are included in the nightly feed to 
PAN, but onlyrequired to take the math portion of RICAS. 

ÅOutplaced students (in-state or out-of-state schools):
ÅLoaded into PAN at their outplacement school from eRIDE.

ÅMust be properly coded by sending district in eRIDE (enrollment census, Special Education census). 

ÅAny enrollment or demographic updates must be made by sending district through eRIDE.
ÅApply towards overall district accountability.

ÅHomeschool students may participate in RICAS if that is part of their learning agreement with their LEA:
ÅRequire a SASID in order to be registered, participate, and receive results

Åaǳǎǘ ōŜ ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [9! ŀƴŘ ŎƻŘŜŘ άIέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ ŎŜƴǎǳǎΦ
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Student Registration (SR) Process 
ÅNew this year:Changes to registration and student management:
ÅDistricts and schools will no longer be able to create students within PAN or to update 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ {wκtbt ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ

Åά9ƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ wŜǉǳŜǎǘǎέ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘƛǎŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ όƴƻǘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜύΦ 

ÅStudents are automatically registered for both ELA and math for their grade level when 
loaded into PAN. 

ÅTest coordinators only need to assign students to sessions, and remove assigned students 
from any sessions if the students leave the school.

ÅReminder ςFirst-year ELs are only required to take the math portion of RICAS:
ÅTest coordinators should only assign the first-year EL student to the math sessions.

ÅIf a school thinks it would be good for a first-year EL to take ELA, the student simply needs 
to be assigned to an ELA test session. 

ÅRIDE will compare final assessment data against the LEP census and remove any first-year 
ELs from the ELA data so their scores are not included for accountability.

23



Student Personal Needs Profile (PNP) Process
ÅNew this year: SR/PNP focuses on assignment of accommodations and/or 

accessibility features that a student will use during testing
Åstudent demographic data can now only be changed through eRIDE via the 

Enrollment Census, Special Education Census, and LEP Census (make sure all of that 
is accurate!)

Åtest registration will be automatically completed by PAN through the nightly upload

ÅAccuracy is essential:
Ådetermines the basis of initial test material shipment to schools ςStudent ID 

Labels, PBT test and answer booklets (including special test editions), TAMs

Åprovides the record of students tested and accommodations used 

Åassigns special test forms (paper forms, screen reader, assistive technology) and 
selected accommodations (including Spanish) 
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Updating Student PNP in PAN
ÅTwo methods to update PNP information PAN:
ÅIndividual student changes 
ÅFile export/import (note: only accommodations/accessibility features data will change)

ÅPNP window:
ÅFebruary 11 ς23, 2021
ÅPBT: paper accommodations (Braille, large print, standard paper), includes pre-printed Student ID Labels
ÅOrders completed during this window included in initial shipment to schools

ÅPre-test updates to accommodations and accessibility features: 
ÅAfter February 23 until start of testing
ÅCBT: assignment of all accommodations and accessibility features to new and existing students
ÅPBT: new students and updates to existing students due to changes in IEP/504 plan or EL supports
ÅOrders for additional paper materials (test booklets, TAMs) through the RICAS Service Center (does not 

include pre-printed Student ID Labels)

ÅNew this year:enrollment or demographic updates can only take place in eRIDE
ÅStudents who transfer out of your school will remain in PAN ςTCs will need to remove them from any test 

sessions to which the students were assigned.
ÅStudents who enroll in your school will be automatically registered and need to be assigned to test 

sessions.
ÅRIDE will match assessment data against enrollment before sending the final results files ςstudents who 

left your school before testing will not be included in your file.
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Update Student PNP in PAN (continued)

ÅάaŀƴŀƎŜ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ ¢Ŝǎǘ 
{ŜǘǘƛƴƎǎέ ƛƴ t!b

ÅSpecial Test Forms is 
in left column

ÅNote that for CBT: 
answer masking and 
color contrast 
accessibility features 
mustbe updated as 
part of the PNP as 
they are form-based
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PearsonAccessnext (PAN) for Spring 2021

ÅPAN: https://ricas.pearsonaccessnext.com

ÅRIDE loaded district users in early February:
ÅIf you are a district test coordinator and cannot access PAN, please contact 

assessment@ride.ri.gov!{!tΦ LǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǎŀōƭŜŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ 
inactivity ςRIDE can reset it (you will then need to reset your password).

ÅDistrict users will load school users. 
ÅReference the file layout and the file specifications in the Guide to Importing Users.

ÅSchool test coordinators please contact your district test coordinators for account creation or 
modification.

ÅTechnical issues should be referred to the RICAS Service Center. 

ÅSpring 2021 interface will go live on February 11 for both operational and 
training sites.
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PearsonAccessnext (PAN) for Spring 2021 ςUsers 
ÅTest Coordinators likely want to 

provide PAN access to Test 
Administrators before training. 
ÅThis can be done by a file upload or in 

the user interface of PAN. 
ÅPrior year users who are no longer a 

part of RICAS administration can be 
disabled with a file export/re-import. 
ÅPlease see the Guide to Importing 

Users into PAN for more information.

ÅNote: You may have received a 
hard copy letter with your school 
password to the Service Center 
website. 
ÅThis is different than PAN.
ÅYou cannot log into PAN with the 

password in this letter.
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Online Accounts and Passwords

ÅPearson Access Next: 
ÅBlue operational site: manage accessibility features and accommodations for each student, create and manage PAN 

sessions, monitor online testing 
ÅBrown training site: infrastructure trial only

ÅRICAS Service Center:
Åorder any additional materials 
ÅǎƛƎƴ ƻŦŦ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΩǎ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ tǊƻǇŜǊ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ όƻǊ t/t!ύ 
Åschedule UPS pickup of any paper-based testing materials

Type of Account Purpose Login Info

Pearson Access Next (PAN) 
ricas.pearsonaccessnext.com

Å Update student registration
Å Uploadselected accessibility features and accommodations 

for each student
Å Create and manage PAN sessions
Å Monitor online testing

See previous slide

PearsonAccess Next (PAN) training site
trng-ricas.pearsonaccessnext.com

Å Infrastructuretrial
Å User and student practice prior to testing

Same as PAN

RICASService Center Å Order additional materials(manuals, materials for 
accommodations)

Å PCPA
Å Schedule UPS pickup, if applicable

Secure password mailed
by the Service Center in 
January (hard copy 
letter)
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PAN Resources

ÅRICAS Resource Center 
(https://ricas.pearsonsupport.com) 

ÅPAN manuals and guides

ÅSR/PNP guidance and forms

ÅTraining modules for PAN tasks
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